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Abstract. In 1918, the Russian Communist Party (Bolsheviks) (RCP(b)) founded the Communist
Union of Youth (RKSM), also known as the Komsomol. The Bolsheviks pursued two main objectives:
the consolidation of class struggle among the younger generation and winning the youth over to their
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side. The article demonstrates which forms the Moscow Center used in working with communist
youth organizations of Western national minorities, including Russian Germans, in order to influence
the younger generation and divide youth along class lines.

The author of the article seeks to answer the question of what other means, apart from discipline and
repression, the Bolsheviks possessed for educating the “new man” and integrating the younger
generation into “socialist” forms of labor and life.

It is concluded that the creation of special national sections within the RKSM was a temporary and
forced phenomenon; they were merely a transitional form, a tool for conducting agitational,
propagandistic, and political-educational work among a part of the national youth who, due to their
lack of knowledge of the Russian language, were separated from participation in the general
organization of the All-Union Leninist Communist Youth League (VLKSM).

The communist youth organizations made a decisive contribution to the destruction of the traditional
patriarchal way of life in national regions and settlements, actively participating in anti-religious and
internationalist propaganda and agitation. It was precisely from among the young communists that,
subsequently, leadership cadres of all levels emerged to work in party and Soviet bodies. The policy
of the Central Committee (CC) of the RKSM toward German youth can be regarded as a model on
the basis of which the Komsomol leadership built its political line with respect to other national
minorities of the West.

Keywords:Soviet Union, national policy, class struggle, RCP(b), RKSM, Komsomol, Western
national minorities, Russian Germans.

Introduction

Having seized power in a multiethnic and multiconfessional state, the Bolsheviks soon realized
that the “human material” with which they were to engage was highly heterogeneous and resistant to
ideological “processing.” At the same time, the Bolsheviks believed that in establishing the “new
order” they could rely on one particular group within the post-revolutionary society to a far greater
extent than on all the others. This group was the youth. The dramatic demographic shifts caused by
the First World War and the Civil War had resulted in the “rejuvenation” of the country and a sharp
increase in the role of young people in society. According to the 1926 All-Union Census,
approximately 40 percent of the entire population of Soviet Russia belonged to the age group from
10 to 29 years (Corinna Kuhr-Korolev, 2001: 10). The “Children of October” were “destined” to live
under communism, and the younger generation was expected to grow up unreservedly devoted to
revolutionary and communist ideals.

The principal conduit of communist policy and ideology into the youth milieu—one of the key
“transmission belts” in the system of proletarian dictatorship — became the All-Russian, later All-
Union Communist Youth Organization: the Russian Leninist Young Communist League, later the All-
Union Leninist Young Communist League (RKSM-VLKSM). Built, like the Communist Party itself,
on the rigid organizational principle of “democratic centralism,” the Komsomol brought together the
most active and ideologically committed young people. Alongside the Communist Party, the army,
and the trade unions, the Komsomol functioned as one of the principal mechanisms of social mobility
in Soviet society, often propelling the holders of its membership card to the upper echelons of power.
More democratic and flexible than the Communist Party, the Komsomol also admitted individuals
from “socially alien” backgrounds, thus enabling opportunities for career advancement not only for
the children of workers and peasants, but also for those from families of former “exploiters.”

The unification of the “toiling” youth of town and countryside under the aegis of the Komsomol
ensured the upbringing of the younger generation in the spirit of communist ideals, while
simultaneously transforming the organization into a powerful reserve force for the Communist Party
(Corinna Kuhr-Korolev, 2004: 35-49). A considerable portion of young people, imbued with the
romanticism and rejection of injustice typical of their age, themselves sought to take the lead in
building the “new order” (Kuhr-Korolev, 56-77; S. N. Andreenkov, 2008: 11-12). The Program and
Statute of the Komsomol clearly defined the Union’s objectives: broad dissemination of communist
ideas among the youth, their active participation in constructing the new society, the promotion of
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proletarian worldviews and culture, and the upbringing of steadfast, conscious fighters for proletarian
ideals. While organizationally autonomous, the Komsomol was in practice an integral part of the
Communist Party, bound to it in an inseparable symbiosis (Andreenkov, 2018: 17-18).

The unified, rigid political structure of the RCP(b) and the RKSM (from the village or factory
cell to the Central Committee), permeating the entire framework of the RSFSR-USSR, made it
possible to rapidly restructure the vast country along “Soviet lines,” including its national enclaves.
Communist youth formations contributed to the dismantling of traditional patriarchal orders in
national villages, conducted anti-religious and internationalist propaganda, and served as a training
ground for cadres at all levels of the party and Soviet apparatus — without which the “new order”
could not function. It should be emphasized that by “order” we mean not only the Bolshevik regime
in the broader sense, but also the “internal order” of the party itself, i.e., the rules governing the life
and activities of the Soviet political-administrative elites. Importantly, the establishment of the “new
order” entailed the Bolshevik appropriation and reconfiguration of social and cultural landscapes
utterly alien to them (Aneignung). Above all, this applied to the village — the “idiocy of rural life” so
despised by the Bolsheviks — where the transformation of the traditional way of life into a modern
one, albeit in its specifically Soviet form, took place (Plaggenborg, 2006: 23-40; Beyrau, 2001: 197-
207). The present article seeks to examine these phenomena through the example of German youth,
the most numerous among the so-called “Western national minorities.”

Materials and Methods

The problem of youth mobilization in the years 1918-1930 must be examined within the broad
context of European and global transformations in the postwar period. In this regard, it is essential to
draw not only upon domestic studies devoted to the history of the Komsomol and socialist education
(German; Kuznetsov; Plokhotnyuk), but also upon the works of foreign scholars analyzing the
phenomenon of youth politicization in Germany and Europe as a whole (Corinna Kuhr-Korolev,
Plaggenborg, Terry Martin). The use of a wide range of scholarly contributions makes it possible to
identify both the distinctive features of national models of youth policy and the general tendencies
underlying the formation of the “new order.”

The methodological foundation of this study rests upon fundamental scholarly principles:
historicism, objectivity, a systemic-structural approach, and social analysis. The principle of
historicism has enabled the examination of Soviet and German youth movements within their specific
national contexts and their integration into the broader framework of the crises of the 1920s. The
principle of objectivity requires consideration not only of the positive outcomes of mobilization
policies, but also of their inherent contradictions, limitations, and failures. The systemic-structural
approach has made it possible to reveal the causal linkages between political ideology, processes of
modernization, and youth culture. Finally, the principle of social analysis has provided a means to
explore the mechanisms of generational identity formation and political loyalty, while also identifying
parallels and differences between the Komsomol and German youth organizations.

Discussion

The historiography devoted to the Komsomol and the involvement of German youth in the
Soviet project of the 1920s is quite extensive; however, comparative studies linking the process of
Sovietization of national minorities with the formation of the “new order” remain relatively scarce.
Soviet historians traditionally examined the activities of the Komsomol within the framework of
official ideology, emphasizing its “vanguard” role in the education of youth while paying insufficient
attention to the specific features of national sections and the resistance of traditional environments.

Since the late twentieth century, both Russian and international historiography has witnessed a
shift toward a more critical interpretation of the role of youth organizations. Important contributions
have been made by the works of Corinna Kuhr-Korolev and Plaggenborg, in which the Komsomol is
considered part of the broader processes of modernization and social control. These authors
underscore that, in the USSR, the Bolsheviks regarded youth as a key resource for restructuring the
village and dismantling the traditional order, including within national minority communities.
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Among the studies specifically devoted to Germans in the USSR, the works of Corinna Kuhr-
Korolev and Plaggenborg are particularly noteworthy. They highlight the dual position of German
youth, situated between traditional religious and family norms on the one hand and the demands of
Soviet ideology on the other. Scholars note that the creation of German sections represented a forced
compromise, necessitated by the language barrier and the need to take account of the specificities of
the national milieu. By the late 1920s, however, these sections were gradually dismantled, reflecting
the transition toward a standardized model of youth policy in the Soviet Union.

Thus, the analysis demonstrates that the participation of German youth in the Komsomol was
not merely a reflection of party directives, but rather a component of the broader process of
transforming traditional ways of life in the context of the emerging Soviet state. Turning to both
domestic and international scholarship makes it possible to discern the contradictory nature of this
policy: ranging from the expansion of opportunities for young people, particularly women, to the
imposition of coercive modernization, whose boundaries were firmly delineated by the system of
party control.

Results

The Bolshevik victory in October 1917 fundamentally expanded the social base of the
communist youth movement. Alongside urban working-class youth, increasing numbers of
representatives of the rural poor (primarily landless laborers) as well as students from the cities began
to join the ranks of the Komsomol. The creation of the All-Russian Communist Youth League was
dictated not only by the logic of class struggle, but also by the need to prevent “competing” socialist
parties — the Socialist Revolutionaries, Mensheviks, and anarchists — from subordinating the youth
movement to their own influence. The establishment of the communist youth union was likewise
conditioned by the circumstances of the Civil War, during which the majority of conscripts mobilized
into the Red Army were young people.

The First All-Russian Congress of Workers’ and Peasants’ Youth Unions marked the beginning
of the widespread formation of Komsomol organizations. Within the very first year, the membership
of the RKSM (Russian Communist Youth League) increased more than threefold. Komsomol cells
were established in many national districts of the RSFSR, as well as in national regions and republics
(Ukraine, Belarus, Turkestan, etc.), as constituent parts of the Russian Communist Youth League
(Kuznetsov, 1992: 22). By the time of the establishment of the Soviet Union in December 1922,
Komsomol organizations had already been formed in all national republics. Mirroring the structure
of the RCP(b), the RKSM rejected the federative principle of organization, and republican branches
were incorporated into it as parts of a unified whole.

The activities of the League in the republics and national regions possessed their own distinctive
characteristics. Komsomol cells conducted campaigns against “nationalist and religious prejudices,”
against the political “passivity” of young men and women, and intensified the struggle against “class-
alien elements.” In a number of regions where sizable groups of non-indigenous youth resided, the
institution of full-time secretaries of Komsomol cells was introduced, with rights equal to those of
district committee secretaries. In early December 1924, a national All-Union conference was
convened in Moscow, which addressed the question of Komsomol participation in cultural and
economic construction in the national republics and regions of the USSR, as well as the practical
implementation of the resolutions of the Third All-Russian Conference of the RKSM on the national
question.

“Who is not with us is against us”: The dynamics of Komsomol membership among
representatives of the Western national minorities.

One of the most significant indicators of the politicization of youth in the USSR was the
membership of the All-Union Leninist Communist Youth League (VLKSM). At the same time, the
leadership of the RKSM maintained that the Komsomol should encompass not only politically
conscious youth but also work to “re-educate” those deemed misguided or insufficiently politically
literate — i.e., to “retain within the Union all elements susceptible to re-education.”
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A major surge in Komsomol membership occurred in early 1924, when, following Lenin’s death
and in emulation of the RCP(b), the Komsomol initiated its own “Lenin enrollment.” During this
campaign, approximately 400,000 individuals — primarily of working-class background—were
admitted into the RKSM. In just three years (1923-1925), the membership of the RLKSM in the
USSR increased nearly sixfold, reaching 1.77 million. In 1925 alone, about 770,000 young men and
women joined the Komsomol. This sustained growth in membership was explained by youth’s greater
receptivity to communist propaganda, as well as by less stringent “purges” of the Komsomol ranks
compared with those of the Party. Whereas at the beginning of 1925 the total membership of the
Komsomol in the USSR stood at just over 1 million (1,020,456), by early 1930 it had surpassed 2.4
million (2,409,864) (Natsional’naya politika, 1992: 159).

However, exponential growth of the Komsomol ranks did not occur uniformly across the USSR.
One of the most problematic groups was youth from national minorities, including representatives of
the western nationalities. By the end of 1923, Komsomol membership in Ukraine numbered
approximately 43,000, of which only 433 were Poles (1.0%), 130 were Germans (0.3%), 43 were
Latvians (0.1%), and 40 were Estonians (0.1%). This was largely due to linguistic difficulties that
hampered political propaganda and agitation among these groups. In many cases, the bulk of
Komsomol members in the national republics and regions of the USSR were recruited from among
Russian youth, even in cases where Russians themselves constituted a minority population
(Natsional’naya politika, 1992: 161-164). For example, in the German Autonomous Commune
(Nemkommuna) as of January 1, 1924, there were only 54 RKSM members for every 10,000 German
youths (Russian State Archive of Socio-Political History (RGASPI), F. 1-MO, Op. 23, D. 225, L.
127). At the same time, Russians — who represented a “national minority” (about 22% of the total
population of the German Autonomous Region) — accounted for the overwhelming majority of RKSM
members, at 48.5%.

The dissolution of the national Komsomol sections in early 1930 and the transfer of all youth
work among national minorities into the general territorial organizations of the VLKSM led to a sharp
decline in membership among a number of Western minority groups. By the end of 1935, the number
of Estonian VLKSM members had decreased by 33.6%, Latvians by 26.4%, and Finns by 9%. The
only upward trend was observed among Germans, whose Komsomol membership increased by a
factor of 3.7. This phenomenon can be explained both by the continued existence of a national
Komsomol organization in the Volga German ASSR (where all VLKSM divisions and structures
operated in the German language), and by the massive outflow of German rural youth—driven by the
famine of'the early 1930s, particularly in Ukraine and the Lower Volga region—into industrial centers
and large cities, where Komsomol organizations possessed far greater capacity to “process raw
material” than in the rural hinterland.

During the years of the “Great Terror,” despite mass repressions on the basis of ethnicity, the
number of Komsomol members from among the Western national minorities not only failed to decline
but, on the contrary, increased. This phenomenon, most evident among Germans, was due not only
to comparatively lenient admission requirements, a broader social base, and less rigorous “purges”
than in the VKP(b), but also to the partial success of the Sovietization of the German minority. By
the mid-1930s, the ranks of the VLKSM had been entirely renewed through a “new wave” of youth
— the “contemporaries of October” — who proved more receptive to communist ideology and anti-
religious propaganda than the first generation of Komsomol members, many of whom had been born
under the “tsarist regime.” A crucial role in this process was played by the school system, which by
this time had been thoroughly “Sovietized,” as had the majority of its teaching staff.

To the kitchen, to the church, or to communism?

The Second Congress of the RKSM, held in October 1919, required all local committees to
broaden the involvement of young women — both workers and peasants — in Komsomol activities.
The congress categorically opposed the creation of separate women’s sections within the Youth
League. In order to attract girls into the Komsomol, cells were advised to organize special literacy
circles, handicraft groups, medical and sanitary courses, to explain Soviet legislation on social
insurance, and to involve young women more actively in the work of Soviet institutions (Slavnyi put’,
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1978: The leadership of the Central Committee of the RKSM repeatedly noted that the more “peasant”
the composition of the population in a given province, the smaller the percentage of young women
among Komsomol members. This phenomenon was particularly evident in the national regions and
territories of the USSR. “To strengthen the involvement of national youth in the League, to expand
its coverage by the Komsomol, to draw young women from among the nationalities into Union work
— this means conducting the broadest possible campaign among the peasantry...,” observed a 1924
review of the activities of the Central Committee of the RKSM in the national republics and regions
of the USSR (RGASPI. F.1-MO. Op. 23. D. 225. L. 124).

This was explained not only by the general weakness of propaganda work in the German
countryside and the absence of specific forms of engagement designed for German girls, but also by
the historically entrenched patriarchal character of German colonies, where women were deeply
religious, tied entirely to household duties, and financially dependent upon their families (RGASPI.
F.1-MO. Op.23. D.570. L.11). A further significant factor was the prejudiced attitude of male colonists
toward women in general and toward their social role within both family and community. According
to the CC of the RLKSM, only by actively involving young women in the economic and social life
of the German village on equal footing with men could they be made reliable allies of the Komsomol
(RGASPI. F.1-MO. Op.23. D. 850. L.27).

Table 1. Number of Women and Girls in the USSR (by National Composition) Who Were Members
of the RCP(b) and RKSM (1922, 1923)
(Source: RGASPI. F.1-MO. Op. 23. D. 225. L.136)

Nationality Total number of RCP(b) Total number of RKSM
members (1922), in % members (1923
in % in %
Russians 7,3 17,1
Ukrainians 4,7 10,8
Belarusians 3,3 14,1
Jews 24,1 24,7
Poles 11,4 20,2
Germans 10,5 no data available
Lithuanians 8,6 no data available
Latvians 18,7 18,6
Estonians 14,6 33,5

By the end of 1923, the overall proportion of young women from the national republics and
territories engaged in the Communist Youth League stood at 15.7% (RGASPI. F.1-MO. Op. 23. D.
225. L. 135). For comparison, the share of women within the RCP(b) across 28 nationalities of the
USSR was approximately half that figure, amounting to only 7.9% (1922) of the total Party
membership. A similar trend was observed among women from the Western national minorities, with
the exception of Latvians (see Table 1).

Undoubtedly, one of the additional factors contributing to the growth of German Komsomol
membership was the involvement of young women in the organization (RGASPI, F. 1-MO, Op. 23,
D. 569, L. 36). However, due to the political backwardness of the German village and the weakness
of local Komsomol cells, the Central Bureau of German Sections under the CC of the RLKSM carried
out virtually no special work among young women until the mid-1920s. By the beginning of autumn
1925, in Ukraine, out of 590 Germans who were members of the Komsomol, only 95 were girls (16%)
(RGASPIL. F.1-MO. Op.23. D.570. L.6). Despite the sharp overall increase in the number of German
Komsomol members in Ukraine by the end of 1925, the proportion of female members stood at only
5% (RGASPI. F.1-MO. Op.23. D.366. L.86), and by April 1926 it had risen to just 9% (RGASPI. F.1-
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MO. Op.23. D.570. L.60). A similar situation could be observed across the USSR as a whole (Brtihl,
1999: 435).

In one report of the Crimean regional committee (OK) of the Komsomol, submitted to the CC
of the RKSM (September 2, 1925), the condition of female colonists was vividly characterized: “But
perhaps the most downtrodden and passive part of the population of the German colonies are the
women and girls. They, especially the latter, are in such a state of passivity that they can be compared
to an Oriental girl. With great difficulty can the German girl be drawn into attending meetings or
performances... Moreover, she is as cruelly exploited as the German child. The German girl performs
the same fieldwork as the man and, in addition, must still manage to keep the household kitchen in
cleanliness and order.” (RGASPI. F. 1-MO. Op.23. D. 570. L.108).

Given these circumstances, the leadership of the Central Bureau of German Sections concluded
that all work among girls should assume “a more cultural than political character” (RGASPI. F.1-MO.
0p.23.D.569. L.41). Recognizing the overall difficulties of involving German girls in the Komsomol,
it was decided initially to engage them in social-educational and cultural-enlightenment activities
within the colony, and only as they achieved political “maturity” to admit them into the ranks of the
Komsomol itself (RGASPI. F. 1-MO. Op.23. D. 569, L.36).

Throughout the existence of the German sections, this category of the German population was
consistently regarded as the most politically passive and requiring the closest attention. As noted in
the resolution on work among the female population of the colonies, adopted by the delegates of the
Fifth All-Union Conference of German Sections of the VKP(b) in late 1924: “The female colonist is
the guardian of old traditions and religious cults. Therefore, work among colonist women aimed at
involving them in Soviet, party, and cooperative construction will contribute to their
revolutionization...” (RGASPI. F.549. Op.4. D. 82. L.18).

The spectrum of the gradual “politicization” of German women colonists was fairly broad,
ranging from participation in various commissions of village soviets, mutual aid committees, and
cooperatives, to representation on school councils and people’s courts. Seeking to draw women out
of the domestic sphere and involve them in socially useful labor, party and Komsomol bodies
organized summer nurseries and kindergartens, “mother-and-child” departments within cooperatives,
“colonist corners” in village reading rooms, and separate cooperatives of poor peasant women. A
special women’s quota was allocated for German colonist girls in educational institutions of different
levels and profiles (RGASPI. F.549. Op.4. D.82. L.18).

Formally, party and Komsomol committees remained on the sidelines, leaving the initiative to
the colonist women themselves. In practice, however, all work concerning the “politicization” of
women in the colonies was under strict party control, including the establishment of “women’s
departments” (zhenotdely) and the selection of activists. The post of women’s organizer was reserved
for a candidate of German nationality with obligatory knowledge of Russian. This requirement was
linked to the fact that the organizer was responsible for the political education of women, and the
“women’s literature” supplied to village reading rooms was, as a rule, in Russian. Around the
women’s organizer, a circle of activists was formed, consisting of so-called “delegatki” (delegates)
elected at community meetings in their places of residence. These delegates were then distributed
across numerous commissions attached to village soviets, district executive committees, and trade
unions: presidiums of village soviets, land commissions of district executive committees, reading
rooms, and so forth.

Alongside their representative work in commissions, the women’s departments were tasked
with organizing educational activities for women: literacy campaigns, lectures on medicine and
hygiene, and similar initiatives (Plokhotnyuk, 2001: 142-143). Yet, work among women often
assumed a formal character. In most cases, the organization of women’s departments was entrusted
to schoolteachers, in addition to their primary teaching load. The programs and work plans of the
women’s departments, issued by district women’s councils, were written in Russian, which
significantly complicated the activities of organizers in German villages. The participation of German
women colonists in commissions of various levels was, as a rule, nominal, owing to their lack of
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training, insufficient competence in many matters, and the language barrier (Plokhotnyuk, 2001: 133-
144).

Table 2. Gender Distribution of German Members of the LKSMU in the Ukrainian SSR (1926)
(Source: RGASPI. F.1-MO. Op.23. D.722. L.20-21)

Okrug/District Total Young men Girls
abs. mn % abs. in % abs. B %

Luhansk 70 100,0 59 84,3 11 15,7

Izium 8 100,0 7 87,5 1 12,5

named after 19 100,0 18 94,7 1 5,3
Petrovsky

named after Karl 31 100,0 21 67,7 10 32,3
Liebknecht

named after 19 100,0 16 84,2 3 15,8
Friedrich Engels

Molochansk 18 100,0 16 88.9 2 11,1

Pryshyb 62 100,0 51 82,2 11 17,8

Total 208 100,0 169 81,3 39 18,7

By the end of 1926, across the USSR, women accounted for only 9% of German members of
the VLKSM (RGASPI. F.1-MO. Op.23. D.569. L.27). The activation of specifically female-oriented
initiatives within the Komsomol — such as the creation of “special” choral groups, handicraft courses,
and gardening and horticulture circles — gradually yielded results, though not to the extent anticipated
by the Central Bureau of German Sections (RGASPI. F.1-MO. 0p.23, D.570. L.43). Particular
attention was devoted to organizing non-party conferences for German girls, at which, according to
the words of the Komsomol leadership itself, they were simply “pushed” into the presidium
(RGASPI. F.1-MO. Op.23. D.366. L.15). Similar efforts began in Siberia in mid-1926, but without
significant success. According to reports from German Komsomol activists, work in women’s circles
proceeded rather “sluggishly,” and the number of participants left much to be desired. For example,
throughout the Slavgorod district (November 1926), handicraft circles were attended by only 49
German girls (RGASPI. F.1-MO. Op.23, D.560. L.146). Thus, the number of potential candidates for
Komsomol membership was growing only very slowly and remained far below the targets set by the
Central Bureau of German Sections under the CC of the VLKSM (RGASPI. F.1-MO. Op.23. D.560.
L.147).

A notable exception was the Komsomol organization of the Volga German ASSR, where the
share of female members rose from 23% in 1924 to 27.5% in 1928, primarily owing to the admission
of German girls (German, 1994: 64). By the end of 1929, the proportion of young women in the VVolga
German ASSR reached nearly one-third of the entire organization (31%), and the Komsomol
organization of the Volga German Republic ranked among the highest in the USSR in terms of the
proportion of female members (German, 1994: 153-158). Owing to this factor, the overall number of
German girls in the VLKSM nationwide reached 1,164 by the end of 1929, or 24.0%.

It should be added that among other Western national minorities, the proportion of girls in the
Komsomol was somewhat higher: Poles — 25%, Latvians — 30.2%, Estonians — 33.3%. The highest
proportion of female members was recorded among the Finns, where they accounted for 41.5% (see
Table 3).
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Table 3. Number of Female Members of the VLKSM by Nationality in the USSR (1929)
(Source: Natsional 'naya politika, p. 160)

Nationality The total number of KSMU members
abs. in %
Russians 403.404 28,1
Ukrainians 58.086 19,3
Jews 35.396 36,0
Poles 2.069 25,0
Germans 1.164 24,0
Finns 1.046 41,5
Estonians 1.027 33,3
Latvians 784 30,2
Total in the USSR 580.740 24,1

The dissolution of the national Komsomol sections in early 1930 and the transfer of all youth
work among national minorities into the general territorial organizations of the VLKSM led to a sharp
decline in membership among a number of Western minority groups. By the end of 1935, the number
of Estonian VLKSM members had fallen by 33.6%, Latvians by 26.4%, and Finns by 9%. The only
group that experienced steady growth was the Germans, whose membership increased 3.7-fold. This
phenomenon can be explained both by the continued existence of a national Komsomol organization
in the Volga German ASSR (where all VLKSM divisions and structures functioned in the German
language) and by the massive outflow of German rural youth-driven by the famine of the early 1930s,
particularly in Ukraine and the Lower Volga region - into industrial centers and large cities, where
Komsomol organizations had far greater capacity to “process raw material” than in the rural
hinterland.

During the years of the “Great Terror,” despite mass repressions carried out on the basis of
ethnicity, the number of Komsomol members from among the Western national minorities not only
did not decrease, but, on the contrary, increased (see Table 4). This trend, particularly evident among
Germans, can be explained not only by the comparatively lenient conditions of admission into the
VLKSM, the broader social base, and less rigorous “purges” in comparison with the VKP(b), but also
by certain successes in the “Sovietization” of the German population.

Table 4. National Composition of VLKSM Members and Candidates (1936-1939)
(Source: RGASPI. F.1-M. Op.33. D.71. L.15-16)

Nationality 1.01.1936 1.01.1938 1.01.1939
abs. in % abs. in % abs. in %
Russians 1.801.525 (49,7 2.306.800 |52,7 3.847.318 52,7
Ukrainians 622.855 17,2 893.093 20,4 1.192.302 16,3
Germans 18.123 0,5 25.059 0,5 35.285 0,4
Latvians 1.910 0,05 2.477 0,05 3.575 0,06
Estonians 2.047 0,06 2.345 0,05 3.894 0,07
Finns 2292 0,06 2492 0,05 2863 0,04
Lithuanians - - - - 569 0,01
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By the mid-1930s, the ranks of the VLKSM had been entirely renewed by a “new wave” of
youth — the “contemporaries of October” — who were more receptive to communist ideology and anti-
religious propaganda than the generation of the first Komsomol members, many of whom had been
born under the “tsarist regime.” A crucial role in this process was played by the school system, which
by this time had been fully “Sovietized,” as had the majority of its teaching staff.

Conclusion

The Bolsheviks’ rise to power was marked by a radical rupture of continuity and a total rejection
of the “Ancien Régime” in all its manifestations. This sharply negative attitude extended to the elites
of the Russian Empire. After the end of the Civil War, the “former people” were not only removed
from positions of power but also subjected to widespread discrimination and repression. Even those
segments of the “old” elites whom the Bolsheviks accepted into service — technical and military
specialists, professors and teachers, and others — operated under conditions of strict surveillance and
intense pressure.

This made the question of creating new, communist elites — the bearers of political authority —
all the more urgent for the Bolsheviks. In Soviet Russia — USSR there were two principal institutions
responsible for training such elites: the Communist Party and the Communist Youth League. These
political institutions simultaneously functioned as powerful vehicles of social mobility, often
propelling holders of party cards and Komsomol badges to the uppermost levels of the Soviet power
hierarchy. At the “entry” to these elevators, various “filters” and “barriers” were installed to exclude
potential careerists in favor of the “orthodox” representatives of the proletariat and the poorest
peasantry. Within the institutions themselves, the practice of regular “purges” served to protect the
ranks of the Party and the Komsomol from “opportunists,” individuals who concealed their social
origins, or those exposed for ties to the “former people,” and so forth.

This model of political elite formation functioned throughout the Soviet period, though at
different stages of Soviet Russia — USSR it assumed distinctive characteristics. The 1920s entered
Soviet history not only as a period of forced consensus between communist power and society but
also as a time when the Soviet regime operated in the mode of an “affirmative action empire” (Terry
Martin, 2001: 1-28). It was precisely the Bolsheviks’ “ethnophilic” policies of the 1920s, aimed at
supporting and preserving ethnic particularity, that led some historians to describe the USSR as a
successor to the Habsburg Empire (Mark Mazower; see Siehe, 2000). And although the Bolsheviks’
“ethnophilia” was grounded in entirely pragmatic aims — namely, the desire to Sovietize national
minorities through the use of national “instruments” — it nevertheless carried numerous advantages
for diasporic communities.

As this study demonstrates, one of these advantages was the intensified recruitment of new
political elites from among ethnic groups. In the case of the Russian Germans, the Bolsheviks were
also prepared to minimize the “filters” and barriers to entry into the Communist Party and the
Komsomol, making allowances for the non-proletarian social background of German youth in order
to ensure their broadest possible integration into party and Komsomol ranks.

As the above statistics on the growth of German Komsomol organizations demonstrate, by the
late 1920s this policy had begun to bear its first fruits, despite resistance from traditional ethnic and
confessional environments. In German villages, an entire “stratum” of Komsomol youth emerged,
acquiring vital experience in multifaceted socio-political activity — ranging from the ability to “speak
Bolshevik” (Stephen Kotkin, 2001: 250-328) and mastering the rules of the Soviet political system
to exercising leadership in grassroots soviet, cooperative, and cultural-educational institutions, as well
as participating in political campaigns. Another crucial aspect of this experience for young Germans
was the struggle against the conservative religious peasant milieu. Although this experience remained
modest compared to the Stalinist mobilizations and terror of the 1930s, already in the 1920s German
youth successfully assimilated the worldview of “fighters of the vanguard detachment” of the
Communist Party, learning to identify “enemies” and to act ruthlessly against them. Under the NEP,
the circle of “enemies” was comparatively narrow, yet the struggle against “kulak™ and “clerical”
influence became a necessary element of the future transformation of the German village in the 1930s
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under collectivization. Political skills were acquired not only by young men but also by young
women, who by the late 1920s were increasingly participating in the socio-political life of the
colonies.

The activities of the national Komsomol cells represented one of the key factors in the
establishment of the new order in the national village and in the Bolsheviks’ appropriation of rural
landscapes that were profoundly alien to them. Yet the pace of this “appropriation” was deemed
clearly insufficient by the party-state leadership during collectivization, leading in the 1930s to the
abandonment of Sovietization of ethnic groups through national instruments and the curtailment of
the policy of “affirmative action.”

Proponents of the totalitarian theory have interpreted the communist organization of Soviet
youth above all as an institutional and functional component of the Bolshevik dictatorship. By
contrast, the “revisionist” approach — with its attention to the “weak spots” of the Bolshevik regime,
to “spaces of freedom,” social deviance, and arenas of both resistance to and cooperation with the
regime — has significantly differentiated our understanding of popular, including youth, attitudes
toward the Soviet system. The present study demonstrates that the positioning of young Germans
ranged from outright rejection of Soviet power to active participation in the establishment of the new
order. A significant segment of German youth clearly expressed their desire to become “truly Soviet”
people, particularly since Bolshevism did indeed modernize traditional ethno-confessional
landscapes, producing a symbiosis of the Soviet and the national. This modernization especially
affected German girls, who, thanks to Komsomol membership, for the first time gained an opportunity
to move beyond the confines of family and church, acquiring a modern mentality. Yet the degree of
modernity achieved by the new order in the German village should not be overestimated — its
boundaries were defined by a system of authoritarian dictate with its utopian pretension to total
control and obedience, and the processes of modernization were coercive in character.
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B. /lennunexayc
Jlionebype, I'epmanus

«KAHA TOPTIITIH» ABAHTAPIBIHIA: KOMCOMOJ KOHE HEMIC ’KACTAPBI
(1918-1930 JKK.)

Anparna. KeHec MeMIJeKeTiHIH arpapiblK casicarbl, ocipece KeHec ©KIMETIHIH asfalliKbl
OHXXBUI/IBIFBIHA TAapPUXIIBUIAPABIH Ha3apblH YHEM1 ayapbill OTHIpABL. JloCTYpili SKOHOMHKAIBIK
KyHenep MeH aybUIJIBIK ©MIp CAITHIH ©3repTyre OailiaHbICTHI OYJ1 Ke3€H eNeyii e3repicTepre TOJbI
6onapl. KeHec ekiMeTi Ke3iHJIEri KOJXO3JBIK IIapyalapiblH TapuXbl, IIBIFAPbUFaH 97eOMETTIH
KOMNTIri )KaFrbIHaH Ja, FRUIBIMHU €HOeT1 )KaFbIHaH Ja )KaKChl cakTaiaFaH. Anaiina 1920-misl xKbu1iapaarsl
OO0JIBLIIEBUKTEP/IIH arpapiblK CasiCaThbIHbIH KOITEreH acleKTIepi o1 JIe Jayibl KYHiH/Ae KaJbII OTHIp.
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En xenm TanmkpuiaHraH Mmocenenepiid Oipi — KeHec memiekeTiHiH MIanFaid aymaHnapaarbl, OHBIH
iminge Kazakcranmarbel arpapiiblK casCaThIHBIH €pEKIlIe CHUIAThl MEH OChI KE3EHJET1 QJIeyMETTiK-
SKOHOMUKAJIBIK KaFnaiel. byt makanana 1920 xeuinapaarsl Kenec YKiMETIHIH, OTapiiayablH epeKIe
yJIriiepiMeH KallbIlITacKaH KeMyITThl aiimak KazakcTanra »XyprisreH arpapislk pedopmanapsi
Kapacteipeiianel. Kenec ykimerinin Kazakcranmarsl arpapiblK casicaThl  OipHENIe epeKine
OenrinepMmeH epekmeneHal. Makamaga 1920 o KpuUITApABIH  eKIHIII JKapTBICBIHIAFBI  CasICH
Ke3KapacTap/blH alyaHAbIFbIHA OalIaHBICTBI MOCEJIeNIep, OHBIH IMIIH/E KaTaH OPTAJBIKTaHIBIPYIbI
KAKTaylIIbUIap MEH «YITTBIK KOMMYHH3M/I1» KaKTaFaH Ka3aK MapTHACBIHBIH MYIIENepi apachlHAaFbl
KaWIIBUIBIKTAp KOpCeTUIreH. byl KakTHIFBICTapAbIH OachiM  KOMIILTIri jkepli OacKapynarbl
STHUKAJIBIK apTHIKIIBUIBIKTAPABIH CaKTayblHA JKOHE Ka3aK eMec IMapyanapibl KOHBICTaHIBIPYFa
TBHIIBIM Caly/lbl CaKTay KOHIHJIET1 KypecTepre OailianbICTbl 00116l ABTOP MyparaT MaTepuaIaapblH
naijanaHa OTBIPBIN, Ka3aK KOMMYHHMCTEPIHIH ©3]e€piHIH YJITTBIK YMTBUIBICTAPbIH COLIUATMCTIK
uJeallapMeH YWIeCTIpy OpEeKeTTEpIHIH COTCI3MIKIEH asKTaJFaHbIH, HOTHUKECIHIE «YJITTHIK
KanTapy» JIereH aibllTaylnapra, COHJai-aK MapTHUIBIK JKOHE MEMJICKETTIK HHCTUTYTTapAarbl
TazapTylapra okenreHiH kepcereni. Conaaii-ak Makanaja arpapiblK pegopmanap/sl XKy3ere acblpy
Ke31HJIe YITapalbIK KaTbIHACTApbl HalIaplIaTKaH (aKTopiap KapacThIPBUIBII, Kepre OpHAIACTBIPY
TOXKIpUOECIHIH epeKIIeNikTepiHe »oHe OHbIH Ka3akcrangarbl OackapydblH 3THOLEHTPHUCTIK
MOJIEJIIHIH KaJIBITITaCybIHA KaJIail 9cep €TKeHIHE Ha3ap aylnapbLIajibl.

KiaT ce3nmep: arpaprnblk casicat, xep-cy pedopmachl, YITTHIK-TEPPUTOPHUSUIBIK aBTOHOMUSIIAP,
xaHrbipTy, Kazak ACCP-i, xoHbIc aygapy cascarbl, OonblieBukTep, KeHec eximeTi, »xepre
OpHAJIACTHIPY.

B. lennuHrxayc
2. Jlronebype, I'epmanus

B ABAHTAPIE «HOBOT'O MOPSIJIKA»: KOMCOMOJI 1 HEMEIKASI MOJIOJEXD
(1918-1930 I'T))

Annoramusi. B 1918 roay Poccuiickas komMMmyHHCcTHYecKas maptus OombineBukoB (PKII(6))
ocHoBana KommyHuctuueckuit corw3 mojonéxu (PKCM), Takke H3BECTHBI KaK KOMCOMOJI.
BonpiieBuky mpecienoBaiu JIB€ OCHOBHBIE I€NIM: KOHCOJNMJAIMS KJIAcCOBOW OOpbOBI cpenu
MOJIOJIOTO TIOKOJICHUSI M IpPUBIICUCHHE MOJIONEKH Ha CBOIO CTOpOHY. B cTarbe moka3zaHo, Kakue
dbopmbl  MockoBckuil LleHTp wucmonb3oBanm s pabOThl B KOMMYHUCTHUECKHX MOJIOAEKHBIX
OpraHu3alusaX HAlMEHBIIMHCTB 3araja, BKIoYas POCCHICKUX HEMIEB, AJIs BIMSHHUS Ha MOJIOJIOE
MTOKOJICHHUE U Pa3IeIeHUs MOJIOIEKU 110 KIACCOBOM MPUHAIEKHOCTH.

ABTOD CTaThU MBITAETCS OTBETUTH HAa BOIPOC, KAKUMU JPYTUMU CPEICTBAMU, IOMUMO TUCIUILINHBI
U pemnpeccuil, pacroyarand OOJIBIIEBUKU ISl BOCIIHMTAHUS «HOBOTO YEJIOBEKAa» W HHTErpaluu
MOJIOZIOTO MOKOJICHUS B «COIMAIMCTUYECKHE» (GOPMBI TPYAA U KU3HU.

JlenaeTcsi BBIBOJI, YTO CO3JIaHUE OCOOBIX HalMOHANBHBIX cekuui mpu PKCM Obuio siBiIeHHEM
BPEMEHHBIM U BBIHYXICHHBIM, OHU SIBIISLTUCH BCETO JIMIIb MEPEeXOqHONH (HOpMOIl, HHCTPYMEHTOM
BEJICHUS] aruTallMOHHO-TIPOTIAraHJUCTCKOW U MOJUTHKO-TPOCBETUTEIHHOM pabOThl cpelu dYacTu
HAIlMOHAJILHOW MOJIOIEKH, OTAEICHHOM OT JIeATeNbHOCTH B 00mieill opranuzanuu Bcecoro3Hslit
Jleannckuit Kommynuctuueckuit Coro3 monoaexu (BJIKCM) He3HaHuEM pycCcKOTo sI3bIKa.
KommyHucTHUECKHE MOJIOAEKHBIE OpraHU3allMM BHECIM pELIAIIIMKA BKJIAJ B pa3pylleHHE
TPAAUIMOHHOTO TMATPUAPXAJIBHOTO YKJIAJa B HAI[MOHAIBHBIX PErHOHAX M IOCEIEHUSX, aKTHUBHO
y4acTByd B aHTHUPEIUTHMO3HOW M MHTEPHALMOHAIMCTCKOM IMpomaraHjae M arutauuu. MmenHo u3
Cpelbl MOJIOJBIX KOMMYHHUCTOB BIOCIJIECTBUM BBIILIM PYKOBOJSIIME KaJIpbhl BCEX YPOBHEW id
paloThl B MapTHHBIX U coBeTckux opranax. [lomutuky LlentpansHoro Komurera (LIK) PKCM no
OTHOIIEHHIO K HEMELKOH MOJIOJIEKH MOYKHO pacleHMBaThb KaK MOJIENb, CIEAys KOTOpOu
PYKOBOJICTBO KOMCOMOJIa BBICTAaUBAJIO CBOIO IOJIUTUYECKYIO JIMHUIO B OTHOUIEHMM JPYTHX
HallMOHAJbHBIX MEHBIIMHCTB 3araja.
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KaroueBsie cioBa: Coserckuii Coro3, HallMOHAJIbHAs TMOJIMTHKA, KiaccoBas OoprOa, PKII(0),
PKCM, xoMcoMoJ1, HallMOHaIbHBIE MEHBIIMHCTBA 3anana, Poccuiickue HeEMIIbI
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AnHotanus. llenpio vccnenoBaHus sABIseTcs onpeAenuTh Mecto CeMuUnaniaTUHCKUX U Yapckux
SpMapoK B SPMApOYHON CETH BCEPOCCUHCKOTO TOProBOro pbiHKA. Ha ux mpumepe ompezensercs
B3aMMOBIIMSHUE U B3aMMO3aBUCUMOCTb TOPrOB B OAHOU U3 IPMAPOYHBIX 1IETIOUEK BBO3HO-BBIBO3ZHOM
POCCHIICKO-a3UaTCKOIl TOProBIU MO 0OMEHY TOBApOB, MPOU3BOIUMBIX B CTENU, KOTOPHIE CITYKUJIH
CBIpEM Ul TPOMBIIIJICHHBIX OoOpabaThiBalouX LEHTPoB Poccuu. BIABISAIOTCA CBA3M AITHX
apmapok ¢ TypkecraHoMm B T. 4. Onmarojapsi mepeBajKe «TAIIKEHTCKHUX» TOBApOB Ha CHUOUpPCKHE
spMapku. [loka3piBaeTcsi MpoAOBOJILCTBEHHOE 3HAaY€HUE JABYX IpyIIl sipMapok CemMunanaTuHCKOU
obmactu CremHoro kpas s npuuckoB Boctounoit Cubupu, oOMEHHbIE CBSI3M MPOAYKTOB
CKOTOBOJICTBA U 3eMJIEAICTHUS C CONIPENETbHBIMU TEPPUTOPHUAMHE fora 3amannoit Cubupu. Ha ocHoBe
aHaJlM3a aCCOPTHUMEHTAa TOBApOB OMpeesaeTcs Xapakrep Toprosiu Ha Yapckux u CeMHUmanaTHHCKIX
spmapkax CTemHOro Kpasi 0 mpoBeAeHUs TpaHCCHOMPCKOTO KENe3HOJO0POKHOTO MYTH, JENaeTcs
BBIBOJI O COXPAaHEHHWU HUX OOINBIIOr0 3HAUYEHHUS HA CEIbCKUX TEPPUTOPHUSAX U Ka3aXCKOTO
CKOTOBOJACTBA M TMAJ€HUM TOPrOBIM Ha TOpoAckuX spMmapkax. [lokazaHa Begymas poiib
CEMUIMAJIATUHCKUX KYIIIOB B OpPTaHMU3allMUd CaMHUX SIPMApOK M TOpProeiu Hux. Omnpenensiercs poib
SpMapoK B MOCPENHUYECTBE B 3arpaHuyHoi ToproBie ¢ Kwuraem. [lemaercs anamm3 o00poTOB
TOPrOBIM MO MPHUBO3Y M NPOAAXKE; MAECTCS XAPAKTEPUCTUKA aCCOPTUMEHTAa W MAapUIPYThl
MPOJIBUKEHUS TOBAPOB.
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